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Foreword 



“ Nature is the art of God,” 
says a writer of other days. 


Nowhere is that art more convincingly revealed 
than in the smiling region just west of Toledo, 
a land of hill and dale beneath whose guarding 
trees a little river whispers to the silences. 

This is Ottawa Hills and it presents opportunity 
for a development almost as wonderful as the art 
which created it. The story of that development 
will be told in these pages. 
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lUST west of Toledo lies a region as unspoiled 
in its natural beauty as wken, a century ago, the 
Indians of the great Ottawa tribe claimed it for 
their own. 

Beginning at the intersection of the old Indian Road, 
Bancroft Street and Secor Road, designated as Arrow¬ 
head Point, the district follows the course of Ottawa 
River for a matter of two miles, as the crow flies, 
widening gradually until it reaches West Central 
Avenue, then narrowing down to penetrate a quarter 
of a mile beyond, like the hand of Nature outstretched 
to cover a garden spot. 

Here are 1,200 acres of hill and dale, a succession of 
little valleys linked by a winding river, each opening up 
a new vista, each with its horizon marked by wooded 
uplands. The whole unfolds a panoramic beauty that 
captivates the eye and calms the spirit. 

Close by is a great city. Near at hand are the busy 
arteries of traffic to and from the city. Beyond is the 
open farm land, cultivated and thickly settled. But here 
the hills and forests seem to have barred out a despoiling 
civilization and preserved this district for a higher 
purpose. 
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Tliis is Ottawa Hills, so named from tlie historic 
associations that are linked with its past. After months 
of labor and expenditure, its 1,200 acres have been brought 
under one ownership and are to be dedicated to the most 
beautiful residential development ever attempted in a city 
of Toledo’ s size and opportunities. 

Ottawa Hills, when completed, will challenge com¬ 
parison with any scenic home park in America. Takes 
will be constructed to control the waters of Ottawa River 
in flood and drouth. Boulevards and paved streets will 
run over its uplands, through its meadow lands and along 
the shores of its river and lakes. All the improvements 
of city property will be installed, and all the ugliness of 
city life will be shut out. Nature’s beauties will be left 
undisturbed, but built about with a setting as lovely as 
the skill of man can achieve. 

Skilled landscape architects and engineers have spent 
weeks studying the property, planning its development 
and solving the problems its improvement raises. The 
whole tract will be divided into a group of vari-sized 
estates, each complete in itself and each a complement of 
all the others. 

Community stores, tea gardens and pleasure pavilions 
are being designed with an eye to their architectural 
beauty. Playgrounds and tennis courts are to be installed. 
Public and private parks will be laid out—all for the 
exclusive use of property owners. 

Residence development will be rigidly restricted. 
Every home erected must conform to a standard in design, 
in location and in cost. The beautification of the whole 
will be first consideration, for in this way only can lasting 
satisfaction be guaranteed. 




































































































The task is a stupendous one. Months will be re¬ 
quired for platting and preliminary improvements alone. 
The cost will be heavy and the period of profit inevitably 
removed far into the future. But through the co-oper¬ 
ation of Mr. John N. Willys it has been made possible to 
consider the patriotic, as well as the practical, appeal of 
the undertaking. Work will be pushed with all speed. 

This is the first of a series of announcements that 
will be sent you, each telling some part of the building 
of Ottawa Hills. We trust you will preserve them all 
in the portfolio which accompanies this. When the last 
announcement reaches you, you will have the eomplete 
story of a great civic undertaking—The Story of 
Ottawa Hills. 






















































A Wooded Bit of Lowlands. Ottawa Hills, May, 1914 


4 ‘There is something in the un¬ 
ruffled calm of Nature that 
overawes our little anxieties 
and doubts—that seems to im¬ 
part a quiet to the mind” 








































































































2Z: 























































CENTRAL AVENUE BANCI 

Birdseye View of Ottawa Hills, Showing Its Relation to the 
City*s Park and Boulevard System 










































































































MERICA contains not more them a kail dozen 
residential areas that furnish perfect examples 
of City Planning and protected values. One' 
of these is OTTAWA HILLS. All of them 
are properties that, through the patriotism of their 
founders, have a financial baching that permits the work¬ 
ing out of an ideal without the consideration of cost. 

OTTAWA HILLS today is one of the scenic won¬ 
ders of Toledo, and it will become more beautiful with 
each passing year. Plans for improvement call for the 
expenditure of more than two million dollars, an ex¬ 
penditure to be made under the direction of experts of 
national reputation. 

Of such magnitude is the scheme of development that 
it has been found impracticable to improve the entire 1200 
acres at one time. Instead, the property is being built, 
unit by unit, each portion complete in itself and each 
supplementary to the whole. 

' The first 100-acre section of OTTAWA HILLS, 
known as Plat One, was opened August 1 , 1915. From 
May, 1914, landscape architects, engineers, subdivision 
experts, gardeners, and scores of workmen had toiled 
to mould Plat One for the final test of public opinion. 
The result was that Toledo awoke one morning to find 
itself possessed of a property that went beyond even its 
own dreams. 

A single newspaper announcement, outlining what 
was proposed and carrying photographic reproductions 















































of the propety itself, brought over 700 automobile parties 
to OTTAWA HILLS on Opening Day, an estimated 
total of 3000 people. From then until cold weather 
arrived, the record for automobiles ranged from 300 to 
700 every Sunday, rain or shine. 

Straight through the late Summer and the Fall work 
continued on the property, the work of adding to its 
modem conveniences those ornamental and decorative 
features which are to make it a model of its kind. An 
idea of the scope of this work may he obtained from the 
statement that of the 100 acres constituting Plat One, 
thirty-five have been given over to park purposes for the 
use of residents. Here will be installed the recreation 
and amusement features to which reference has already 
been made. 

Plat One is dedicated to home sites for a total of 130 
families, each home occupying a position selected by 
landscape architects to bring out the full possibilities of 
the property’s development. One portion at the entrance 
to the tract has been set aside for a Civic Centre to accom¬ 
modate the small shops, stores, garages, fire station, public 
halls, water tower, churches and schools, that serve 
OTTAWA HILLS. Designs for each of these build¬ 
ings were tentatively drafted before even the first spade¬ 
ful of earth was turned on the property. 

Home building at OTTAWA HILLS was first 
planned for the Spring of 1916 on contracts for the erec¬ 
tion of houses ranging in price from $7,500 to $50,000. 
Within 60 days after the property was opened agree¬ 
ments had been entered into for the construction of 
homes totaling more than $100,000 in cost. This remark¬ 
able record established unmistakably the public’s full and 
instant approval of OTTAWA HILLS. It insured the 
immediate success of the undertaking. 

















































































































































Rustic Bridge and Hillside Path Treatment, Fall, 1915 
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